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By Emily Alvarenga
Signal Senior Staff Writer

A fully-involved 
school bus on fire in Va-
lencia prompted a full 
response from firefighters 
Sunday.

The vehicle fire was 
reported in a parking lot 

near the intersection of 
Magic Mountain Park-
way and The Old Road 
shortly after 3 p.m., ac-
cording to Los Angeles 
County Fire Department 
Supervisor Ed Pickett. 

Units arriving on the 
scene found a school bus 
fully involved in flames, 

Pickett said, adding that 
the bus also caught a 
couple of trees on fire. 

Firefighters were able 
to quickly contain the 

blaze, canceling addition-
al units. 

No injuries were re-
ported as a result of the 
incident.

SCV man 
gets 51 
months 
for COVID 
scheme
By Caleb Lunetta 
Signal Senior Staff Writer  

A Santa Clarita Valley man was sentenced 
Monday to 51 months in federal prison after he 
previously pleaded guilty to fraudulently claiming 
$1.8 million in COVID-19 relief funds.  

Hassan Kanyike, 30, was given the sentence in 
a federal courtroom and ordered to pay a $20,000 
fine and $1,302,550 in restitution to the Small 
Business Administration and four of his victim 
lenders after pleading guilty to one count of wire 
fraud on March 29.  

“From April 2020 to June 2020, Kanyike sub-
mitted six fraudulent (Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram, or PPP) loan applications and two fraud-
ulent (Economic Injury Disaster Loan, or EIDL) 
applications,” read a statement from the Central 
District of California U.S. Attorney’s Office, 
which prosecuted the case. “The applications 
sought funds to purportedly pay the salaries of 
employees whom he claimed worked for two of 
his businesses. Kanyike successfully obtained ap-
proximately $1 million through four PPP loans, 
and another $300,000 through two EIDL loans.” 

In order to ensure he would receive the funds, 
Kanyike reportedly created false tax filings and 
payroll reports when, in reality, he had no em-
ployees on payroll and had received Employer 
Identification numbers from the Internal Revenue 
Service.  

“For example, in one loan application, Kanyike 
falsely claimed the business had 26 employees 

30-year-old fraudulently claimed 
$1.8M from April-June 2020

Bobby Block/The Signal 

Firefighters extinguish a school bus that caught fire in a Valencia parking lot on Sunday.

Bus blaze 
extinguished
School bus catches fire in Valencia

By Victor Corral Martinez 
Signal Staff Writer

The William S. Hart 
Union High School Dis-
trict has “unpaused” 
two books — “To Kill 
a Mockingbird” and 
“Huckleberry Finn” — 
that had been removed 

from a mandatory reading 
list due to concerns about 
their content. 

The books had been in 
a literature limbo since 
early this year, avail-
able in the library but 
paused from being part 
of the district’s reading 
curriculum.  

According to Dave 
Caldwell, a spokesman 
for the Hart district, a 
group was assembled by 
Director of Curriculum 
and Assessment David 
LeBarron. The goal was 
to evaluate the reading list 
of books English teachers 
have access to teach. 

The “pause” came in 
response to concerns that 
the books might con-
tain material offensive to 
some people, and district 
officials wanted to en-
sure that things are being 
looked at through a more 
modern lens. 

“Some folks had 

objected to certain lan-
guage that was being used 
in some of the books. So 
a group of parents, stu-
dents, teachers, adminis-
trators, all came together, 
talked about it,” Caldwell 
said. 

There were multi-
ple meetings during the 

spring with the task force 
working on a new proto-
col to examine the books 
and review the curricu-
lum reading list. 

“They were still in the 
libraries, but they were 
just not part of the read-
ing list, temporarily. And 

High school district ‘unpauses’ 2 books
‘To Kill a Mockingbird,’ ‘Huckleberry Finn’ part of curriculum again; originally paused to review material

See SCHEME, A3

See BOOKS, A2

News release 

The Saugus Union 
School District re-
cently celebrated its 
groundbreaking of a 
24,000-square-foot build-
ing at Charles Helmers 
Elementary. 

Superintendent Colleen 
Hawkins joined Helm-
ers Elementary Principal 
Michelle Velikorodnyy, 
along with Saugus dis-
trict board members and 
the manager on campus to 
kick off the construction 
of the building.  

“We are thrilled to 
have construction under-
way at Helmers,” Ve-
likorodnyy said in a pre-
pared statement. “It will 

Helmers Elementary breaks ground
Principal: 24,000-square-foot building will be place for students to thrive

By Jose Herrera
Signal Staff Writer 

Firefighters rushed 
to extinguish a fire in a 
single-unit family dwell-
ing on Saturday afternoon 
after reports of heavy 
smoke coming out of the 
home. 

The Los Angeles 

County Fire Department 
dispatched multiple en-
gines and an ambulance 
after reports of a structure 
fire in the 27500 block 
of Raindance Place in 
Saugus at approximately 
3:53 p.m.  

According to fire of-
ficials, there were no re-
ports of injury. 

House fire tamed

Photo courtesy of Saugus 
district/For The Signal

Saugus Union School 
District members and 
project personnel hold 
shovels in celebration 
of the beginning of con-
struction for a new build-
ing at Charles Helmers 
Elementary.

See HELMERS, A3

Bobby Block/The Signal 

Firefighters work to knock down a residential fire in 
Saugus Saturday afternoon.
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they’ve since been put 
back on,” Caldwell said.

Each school is al-
lowed to create its guide-
lines based on the criteria 
from the task force with 
the help of the school’s 
department chair and 
administrator. 

There are subtle differ-
ences with each school 
creating their guidelines 
and creating a precedent, 

allowing other schools in 
the district to adopt iden-
tical or similar guidelines, 
according to Caldwell. 

The Aug. 4 district 
board agenda stated the 
need for special training 
to teach the books’ sensi-
tive material. The school 
district uses teachers on 
special assignments to 
introduce materials and 
train other teachers. 

“They will work within 
that group to make certain 
that standards are being 
addressed and standards 

are being met,” Caldwell 
said.

Historically, other books 
went before the board with 
parents objecting to the 
specific curriculum be-
ing taught, and as a result 
some were either no longer 
taught in junior high school 
or removed entirely, ac-
cording to Caldwell.

“Parents have every right 
to step in and say, ‘I ques-
tion whether or not this 
should be done,’” Caldwell 
said about the process for 
parents. 

The current review of the 
books stemmed from con-
cerns coming from parents 
feeling the content is inap-
propriate for their children, 
according to Caldwell. 

According to Caldwell, 
“Of Mice and Men,” which 
also has been paused, is 
expected to go before the 
board in an upcoming 
meeting.

Board President Cher-
ise Moore deferred com-
ment to LeBarron, who did 
not respond to a request for 
comment.

Today in history
Today is the 320th day of 2021 and the 56th day of 
autumn.

Today’s history: In 1801, the first New York Post 
newspaper was published.

n In 1841, the first underwater tunnel was completed 
beneath the Thames River in London.

n In 1907, Oklahoma was admitted as the 46th U.S. 
state.

n In 1914, the Federal Reserve System of the United 
States officially opened.

n In 1973, President Richard Nixon signed legislation 
authorizing the construction of the trans-Alaska oil 
pipeline.

Today’s fact: The $10 bill is the U.S. currency with the 
shortest life span, lasting an average of 4.5 years in 
circulation.

Today’s sports: In 1957, the longest winning streak in 
college football history ended at 47 games, when the 
Notre Dame Fighting Irish upset the Oklahoma Sooners.

Today’s quote: “Words that come from the heart are 
never spoken, they get caught in the throat and can 
only be read in ones’s eyes.” -- Jose Saramago

Today’s number: 800 -- length (in miles) of the trans-
Alaska pipeline system.

Today’s moon: Between first quarter moon (Nov. 11) 
and full moon (Nov. 19).

Birthdays
W.C. Handy (1873-1958), composer; George 
Kaufman (1889-1961), playwright; Burgess Meredith 
(1907-1997), actor; Jose Saramago (1922-2010), 
author; Chinua Achebe (1930-2013), author; Marg 
Helgenberger (1958- ), actress; Dwight Gooden (1964- 
), baseball player; Lisa Bonet (1967- ), actress; Oksana 
Baiul (1977- ), figure skater; Maggie Gyllenhaal (1977- 
), actress; Amar’e Stoudemire (1982- ), basketball 
player; Pete Davidson (1993- ), actor/comedian.

Answers
1. Eight
2. Liberty Island
3. Johann Strauss II
4. A triangle
5. Syzygy

6. Five
7. Haddonfield, Illinois
8. Frequency 
modulation
9. “Anna Karenina”
10. White

TUESDAY TRIVIA
By Fifi Rodriguez
1. MEASUREMENTS: How many dry quarts are 
in a peck?
2. GEOGRAPHY: What’s the name of the island 
where the Statue of Liberty stands?
3. MUSIC: Which composer is known as “The 
Waltz King”?
4. GEOMETRY: What is a three-sided polygon 
called?
5. ASTRONOMY: What is it called when three 
celestial bodies are arranged in a straight line?
6. TELEVISION: How many Huxtable children 
were in the long-running “The Cosby Show”?
7. MOVIES: What’s the name of the town in the 
“Halloween” horror movie series?
8. SCIENCE: What does the acronym FM stand 
for?
9. LITERATURE: Which famous novel begins 
with the line, “Happy families are all alike; every 
unhappy family is unhappy in its own way”?
10. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What color is 
alabaster?

© 2021 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Deputies investigate dead body

By Jose Herrera &
Caleb Lunetta 
Signal Staff Writers 

The investigation into 
a man’s body found off 
Soledad Canyon Road 
over the weekend is be-
ing treated as “suspi-
cious death,” but it has 
not been ruled a homi-
cide, law enforcement 
officials said Monday.  

 The Los Angeles 
County Medical Exam-
iner-Coroner’s Office 
had not yet released the 
identity and age of the 
man as of Monday, cit-
ing that they were still at-
tempting to contact next 
of kin.  

On Saturday at approx-
imately 4:33 p.m., Santa 
Clarita Valley Sheriff’s 
Station deputies received 
reports of a body located 

near 22903 Soledad Can-
yon Road, according to 
Sgt. Aaron Jacob of the 
SCV Sheriff’s Station.  

While detectives from 
the LASD Homicide Bu-
reau made their way out 
to the location where the 

body was found — be-
hind Schooners Bar and 
Grill — deputies on the 
scene began to set up 
crime scene tape.  

“It’s pending an au-
topsy; it’s kind of hard 
to determine until they 

do that,” said Lt. Charles 
Calderaro, an investiga-
tor with the Homicide 
Bureau, on Monday. 
“So, all we have right 
now is we’re treating is 
as a suspicious death in-
vestigation, but it hasn’t 
been ruled a homicide.”  

“There was no obvi-
ous sign of trauma that 
would be consistent 
with homicide, but that 
could change,” Caldera-
ro added.  

Los Angeles County 
Fire Department offi-
cials received a call from 
deputies about a medical 
emergency at Soledad 
Canyon Road at approx-
imately 4:33 p.m. Ac-
cording to dispatchers, 
once they arrived, they 
found a person who was 
dead on arrival, and there 
was no transport.

Investigation is being treated as ‘suspicious death’ but not a homicide

Rollover crash sends 
one to the hospital
By Caleb Lunetta
Signal Senior Staff Writer

A person was sent to the 
hospital early Monday af-
ternoon following a roll-
over crash north of Castaic.  

The call for the crash 
was received at 12:09 p.m. 
and concerned a vehicle 
over the side of the south-
bound side of Interstate 
5, just north of Templin 
Highway. 

“No persons were 
trapped,” said Franklin 
Lopez, a spokesman for 
the Los Angeles Coun-
ty Fire Department. “One 
patient with minor inju-
ries was transported (to the 
hospital).”  

Units remained on the 
scene clearing the wreck 
as of 12:30 p.m. to await 
a tow truck to pull the ve-
hicle out of the roadside 
crash site.

Bobby Block/The Signal

Santa Clarita Valley Sheriff’s Station deputies re-
spond to reports of a dead body in the wash along 
Soledad Canyon Road on Saturday.

Bobby Block/The Signal

California Highway Patrol officers respond to reports 
of a vehicle over the side on Interstate 5 near the Tem-
plin Highway exit on Monday.

Mission Opera presents Mozart

News release

Mission Opera is pre-
senting its long-post-
poned Hollywood Pro-
ducer’s #metoo version of 
Mozart’s “Don Giovan-
ni” on Nov. 19 and 20 at 
the Canyon High School 
Performing Arts Center.  

Mission Opera will 
present the show with its 
original Italian with Eng-
lish supertitles and Eng-
lish spoken dialogue on 
Friday, Nov. 19, and Sat-
urday, Nov. 20 at 7:30 
p.m. The shows will take 
place at Canyon High 
School Performing Arts 
Center, located at 19300 
Nadal St. in Canyon 

Country, and will feature 
a full orchestra. 

“This production will 
be (unlike) any Don 
Giovanni that you’ve 
ever seen,” says Joshua 
Wentz, Mission Opera 
artistic and executive di-
rector. “The concept not 
only deals with perti-
nent current events, such 
as #metoo, social justice 
and mental illness, but 
takes an entirely new ap-
proach to dealing with 
schizophrenia and mental 
disillusionment.”  

Each show will begin 
with a Hollywood-style 
arrival, complete with red 
carpet, photographers and 
the opportunity to mingle 

with a few “celebrity” 
cutout friends. The entire 
performance will last two 
hours and 10 minutes, 
which includes a 15-min-
ute intermission. 

Mission Opera will op-
erate COVID-19 proto-
cols based on all guide-
lines and mandates from 
the State of California, 
the county of Los Ange-
les, and the William S. 
Hart Union High School 
District. Audiences 
should plan to remain 
masked at all times while 
inside the facilities. Sing-
ers and orchestra mem-
bers have been vetted and 
vaccinated, and will take 
additional COVID-19 

tests during the week of 
the performances, for 
additional safety. If any 
changes occur, Cen-
ters for Disease Control 
protocols at the time of 
the show will be strictly 
followed.  

General admission 
tickets for this live show 
are $25 and can be pur-
chased at www.mission-
opera.com or through 
Eventbrite at https:// 
www.eventbrite.com/e/
don-giovanni-tick-
ets-176613976157. Stu-
dent and Senior tickets 
available for $20 with 
ID at the box office. For 
more information visit 
missionopera.com.

Literary classic ‘Don Giovanni’ will touch on pertinent current events

Aliso Canyon gas capacity increase approved
By Victor Corral Martinez
Signal Staff Writer 

The California Pub-
lic Utilities Commission 
unanimously voted 4-0 to 
approve an increase in the 
capacity at the Aliso Can-
yon natural gas storage fa-
cility to 41.16 billion cubic 
feet.  

The decision was made 
after 100,000 metric tons 
of methane were emit-
ted into the atmosphere 
in 2015 and a $1.8 billion 
settlement was reached 
this year.

Commissioner Guzman 
Aceves presented the ap-
proved plan, which dif-
fered from another propos-
al by administrative law 
judge Zhen Zhang capping 
storage to 68.8 billion cu-
bic feet, which was shared 
with commissioners in 
October. 

The vote was made af-
ter an analysis presented to 
the commissioners, which 
stated a shortfall in the 
natural gas supply of 395 

million cubic feet per day 
by 2027. 

In an October news re-
lease, Commissioner Guz-
man Aceves, the com-
missioner assigned to the 
proceeding, stated a need 
to transition to a clean-en-
ergy economy and ensure 
energy reliability. 

“The 41 Bcf limit is safe 
and reliable, and it will al-
low us to get through this 
winter while we continue 
our progress toward plan-
ning how to reduce or 
eliminate our use of Aliso 
Canyon by 2027 or 2035, 
or anytime in between,” 
said Aceves. 

Zhang’s proposal cites 
an economic analysis re-
port stating natural gas 
prices were volatile in 
2017 and 2018. The same 
report notes a 25% in-
crease in same-day natu-
ral gas prices previous to 
the restrictions and an in-
crease of $2.25 per cus-
tomer bill.  

The CPUC Energy Di-
vision’s 2021 Modeling 

Report simulation states 
that “storage at Aliso 
Canyon between 41.2 
Bcf and 68.6 Bcf levels 
is necessary to maintain 
reliability.” 

Not everyone is sup-
portive of the decision 
made by the CPUC. State 
Sen. Henry Stern, D-Cala-
basas, is the author of Sen-
ate Bill 1320 requiring a 
California-specific climate 
change assessment. Stern 
also sponsored SB 463 in 
2019, requiring the moni-
toring of chemical emis-
sions from gas storage 
wells and increased over-
sight of gas storage facili-
ties because of the Aliso 
Canyon gas leak. 

In a letter to the CPUC 
before the vote, Stern said, 
“There are feasible, zero 
carbon, safer and more af-
fordable alternatives in the 
near- and medium-term 
to a more pressurized Al-
iso. The faulted facility 
can and must be closed 
altogether.” 

Stern continued to 

emphasize the importance 
of moving away from gas 
and move toward zero car-
bon alternatives, stating 
the Aliso Canyon facilities 
face seismic risks and un-
resolved ongoing well in-
tegrity issues. 

Assemblywoman Su-
zette Valladares, R-Santa 
Clarita, said the expansion 
of gas storage is “unneces-
sary and irresponsible.” 

Valladares reiterated the 
same concerns Stern had in 
regards to Aliso Canyon’s 
facility leaking into the air 
for 112 days in 2015.  

“Tens of thousands of 
Porter Ranch residents, in-
cluding thousands of chil-
dren, had their physical 
and mental health horri-
bly impacted by this leak,” 
Valladares said. “Many 
were forced to move from 
their longtime homes. In-
creasing methane storage 
at the site of this disastrous 
leak is irresponsible and 
insulting to our communi-
ty and to the families that 
were forever impacted.”
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and an average monthly payroll of 
$168,000, and he submitted a fabricat-
ed IRS tax form claiming Falcon Mo-
tors had paid $2,022,300 to employees 
in 2019,” reads the U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice statement about the case. “At the 
time of his arrest in December 2020, 
Kanyike had transferred approximate-
ly $762,000 to Uganda, his country of 

citizenship, from one of the business 
accounts that had received the loan 
proceeds, in violation of the terms of 
the PPP and EIDL program.” 

In total, the 30-year-old was ap-
proved for six of the eight total loans 
he applied for, receiving $1,302,550 
out of the total requested amount of 
$1.8 million.  

Both the Department of Homeland 
Security and the Treasury Inspector 
General for Tax Administration inves-
tigated the case.

be a beautiful new mod-
ern space in which our 
21st century learners will 
thrive.”  

The new building will 
feature 12 classrooms, a 
science lab, a breakout 

room, restroom and a 
new play area. The proj-
ect will cost the dis-
trict approximately $14 
million. 

“We are thrilled to up-
date the Helmers cam-
pus by providing perma-
nent classroom building 
to replace the tempo-
rary structures that have 

taken up much of the 
campus for many years,” 
Hawkins said in the 
statement.

The project is to be 
built with funds from 
Measure EE, a $148 mil-
lion bond that was ap-
proved by the district’s 
voters in 2014 to improve 
district facilities. 

Powerball
5-31-34-51-53
Power: 23
Draw date: Monday, Nov. 15

Mega Millions
30-32-42-46-48 Mega: 15
Draw date: Friday, Nov. 12

SuperLotto
10-15-25-36-42 Mega: 15
Draw date: Saturday, Nov. 13

Fantasy 5
8-12-18-27-34
Draw date: Monday, Nov. 15

Daily 4
8-6-4-0
Draw date: Monday, Nov. 15

Daily 3
Midday: 2-4-0
Evening: 4-1-4
Draw date: Monday, Nov. 15

Daily Derby
First: 09 - Winning Spirit
Second: 05 - California 
Classic
Third: 02 - Lucky Star

Lottery

Altercation leads to 
attack with stick
By Emily Alvarenga
Signal Senior Staff Writer 

Santa Clarita Valley 
Sheriff’s Station deputies 
responded to a reported as-
sault with a deadly weap-
on call in Castaic Sunday 
after someone hit another 
person with a stick. 

The incident was re-
ported shortly after 5 p.m. 
on Cambridge Avenue, 
according to Los Ange-
les County Fire Depart-
ment Supervisor Miguel 
Ornelas. 

“We got the call from 
sheriff’s (deputies),” Or-
nelas said, adding that it 
was a reported medical 
response. 

Deputies arriving at 
the scene reportedly 
found that an altercation 
had occurred between 
two adults after their 
dogs began fighting, re-
sulting in one hitting 
the other with a stick, 

according to Sgt. Matt 
Bangtson of the SCV 
Sheriff’s Station. 

No transports were 
made as a result of the 
incident and no arrests 
were made, according to 
Ornelas and Bangston.

Incident occurred after adult’s dogs began fighting

HELMERS
Continued from A1

SCHEME
Continued from A1

COC University Center 
to host open house

News release

The Dr. Dianne G. Van 
Hook University Cen-
ter at College of the Can-
yons is scheduled to host 
an in-person open house 
on Wednesday to pro-
vide prospective students 
with information about 
the degree and certificate 
programs. 

The event is to be held 
from 4 to 7 p.m., allow-
ing attendees to speak with 
university representatives, 
learn about financial aid 
programs, meet with coun-
selors and submit admis-
sions applications. 

Partner institutions in-
clude CSU Dominguez 
Hills, University of La 
Verne, University of Mas-
sachusetts Global and Na-
tional University.    

“We are excited to 

welcome students back to 
in-person learning again 
in the University Center 
while retaining the sched-
ule flexibility that our 
programs provide,” said 
Leslie Carr, director of 
operations at the Univer-
sity Center. “We continu-
ally evaluate new partners 
and programs to meet the 
needs of our current and 
future students.” 

The University Center 
will offer new programs, 
including bachelor’s de-
grees in sociology, com-
munications and media, 
cybersecurity and a mas-
ter’s degree in social work. 

According to a news 
release, since opening in 
2002, 3,950 students have 
graduated from the pro-
grams offered by the Uni-
versity Center’s partner 
institutions. 

Partner institutions 
make their academic pro-
grams available to stu-
dents through courses 
offered at the University 
Center. These partner-
ships enable students to 
earn advanced degrees 
without leaving the Santa 
Clarita Valley.  

The University Center 
is located on the College 
of the Canyons Valencia 
campus accessed via Uni-
versity Center Drive, and 
parking in lots 13, 14 and 
15 is free for the event. 

In addition, California 
State University Domin-
guez Hills will be offer-
ing two Occupational 
Safety and Health Ad-
ministration courses on 
advanced safety and 
health, and certified safe-
ty and health certificates 
in spring 2022.

Prospective students can speak with school 
representatives, submit admissions applications

Deputies detain dealership 
employees in burglary mix-up
By Jose Herrera
Signal Staff Writer

Sheriff’s deputies de-
tained two men at gun-
point Saturday in the 
parking lot adjacent to the 
former Mini of Valencia 
— but it turned out to be 
a case of mistaken identi-
ty, and the men were re-
leased because they were 
just doing their jobs. 

The Santa Clarita Val-
ley Sheriff’s Station re-
ceived a call for service 
about a break-in and 
vehicle theft at 24153 
Creekside Road. Depu-
ties dispatched units and 
a helicopter to detain the 
suspects.  

According to SCV 
Sheriff’s Station Sgt. 
Bengston, deputies ar-
rived on the scene and 

the suspects seemed to be 
boarding a BMW.  

SCV Sheriff’s Station 
Sgt. Mike Marino said af-
ter deputies detained the 
suspects it was discov-
ered the two men worked 

for a nearby auto dealer-
ship, and were authorized 
to be there. 

Deputies released the 
two men and no one was 
taken into custody, said 
Marino.

Patient airlifted in unknown condition

Bobby Block/The Signal

Los Angeles County Fire Copter 19 airlifted an injured patient in unknown condi-
tion from Rowher Flats Off-Highway Vehicle Area, according to Fire Department Su-
pervisor Miguel Ornelas. The patient was transported to Henry Mayo Newhall Hos-
pital on Sunday.

Bobby Block/The Signal

Santa Clarita Valley Sheriff’s Station deputies re-
leased two men after learning they worked for a near-
by dealership.

Bobby Block/The Signal

Santa Clarita Valley Sheriff’s Station deputies detained two male suspects at gun-
point Saturday in a parking lot adjacent to the former Mini of Valencia dealership.

Bobby Block/The Signal

(Above) Santa Clarita Valley Sheriff’s Station deputies respond to a reported 
assault with a deadly weapon in Castaic Sunday after someone allegedly hit an-
other person with a stick. (Below) Deputies look at evidence at the scene.
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Bridge

A winning play 
in a losing cause
By Phillip Alder

Even though his team lost in 
the USA1 final to select the two 
United States teams for next year’s 
Bermuda Bowl, arguably the best 
piece of declarer play was by John 
Hurd on board 93 of 120. It was 
drawn to my attention by Steve 
Conrad of Manhasset, Long Island.

In the other room, Nick Nickell 
(South) was in only three spades 
after a highly competitive auction. 
Declarer played carefully to win 
nine tricks.

At this table, Geoff Hampson 
(West) opened two clubs, showing 
11-15 points with six or more clubs. 
The rest of the auction was self-
explanatory.

West led the diamond ace and 
shifted to the heart 10. Hurd won 
with his ace and led his club, 
putting in dummy’s 10 when West 
played low. East took the trick and 
shifted to a trump. Declarer won 
with his ace, ruffed a diamond, 
ruffed a club, ruffed a diamond 
and ruffed a club. (East discarded 
a heart.) What did South do next?

Hurd cashed his spade king. 
At first glance, this was an 

unfortunate decision, but declarer 
had foreseen the subsequent play 
if West showed out. South crossed 
to the heart king and pitched a 
diamond on the heart queen.

Everyone had two cards left, East 
holding two trumps, and declarer 
having the spade jack and diamond 
queen. The lead of dummy’s club 
king executed a coup en passant, 
allowing Hurd to score the spade 
jack as his 10th trick. That gave the 
Spector team 7 international match 
points.

Spector won the USA2 final by 
40 IMPs (255-215) after taking the 
last set by 50 IMPs (54-4)!



Each month, federal and 
state officials release em-
ployment data for the pre-

ceding month, basically telling 
us how many Californians are 
employed and how many aren’t.

The latest such release re-
vealed that in September, just 
over 19 million Californians 
were in the labor force, 17.6 mil-
lion were employed and 1.4 mil-
lion were jobless for an unem-
ployment rate of 7.5%.

It was not a pretty picture, 
despite efforts by Gov. Gavin 
Newsom to put a positive spin 
on the numbers. California’s un-
employment rate was tied for the 
highest in the nation, about 50% 
higher than the national rate 
and nearly four times as high as 
Nebraska’s lowest-in-the-nation 
2%.

California lost more than 2 
million jobs during the reces-
sion spawned by COVID-19 
shutdown orders and remains a 
laggard among the states in re-
turning to pre-pandemic levels 
of employment.

While a 7.5% unemployment 
rate is dismal, it may also under-
state the true nature of the job 
situation in California.

How so?
For one thing, it doesn’t count 

the half-million or so Califor-
nians who have left the labor 
force over the past 20 months. 
They are unemployed but aren’t 
counted as such.

The Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics actually calculates em-
ployment, unemployment and 
underemployment six different 
ways, and the number most com-
monly cited, known as U-3, is 
the simplest, just the percentage 

of the labor force currently not 
working. It assumes that those 
working even the most menial, 
even part-time, jobs — as little 
as one hour each week — are 
employed.

The most nuanced calculation, 
called U-6, adjusts for underem-
ployment by counting unem-
ployed workers, part-time work-
ers who want to work full time 
and some who are ambivalent 
about working.

California’s current U-6 rate, 
calculated for the past year, is 
14% and is the nation’s third 
highest behind Nevada’s 15.6% 
and Hawaii’s 14.8%. It tells us 
that too many California work-
ers are not fully employed, but 
rather are getting by as best they 
can with part-time work.

A deeper dive into data indi-
cates that even the 14% U-6 rate 
understates California’s employ-
ment dilemma.

The Ludwig Institute for 
Shared Economic Prosperity, a 
think tank devoted to employ-
ment issues, has invented a new 
way of looking at employment 
— essentially counting those 
trapped in below-poverty jobs as 
unemployed.

LISEP chairman Gene Lud-
wig, comptroller of the curren-
cy under President Bill Clin-
ton, says, “Policy leaders, by 
these headlines and statistics, 
have been deluded into thinking 
things are better off than they 
are.”

Ludwig’s methodology counts 
those unemployed, working 
part-time involuntarily and/or 
earning less than $20,000 a year 
as “functionally unemployed.” 
When applied to California, the 
formula determines its ‘True 
Rate of Unemployment’ to be 
25.7% of the workforce.”

The Ludwig number, more 
than three times California’s 
oft-stated unemployment rate, 
comports with other data about 
the economic distress being felt 
by millions of Californians who 
struggle to find well-paying jobs 
while contending with the state’s 
extraordinarily high costs of 
housing, utilities, gasoline and 
other necessities.

By including living costs in its 
calculations, the Census Bureau 
sets California’s poverty rate at 
17.2%, also highest in the na-
tion. The Public Policy Insti-
tute of California takes it a step 
further by adding those living 
in “near-poverty” and comes up 
with 34% of Californians feeling 
severe stress. Not surprisingly, 
almost exactly that percentage of 
California’s 40 million residents 
are enrolled in Medi-Cal, the 
state’s medical insurance system 
for the poor.

We should keep all of these 
numbers in mind the next time 
we hear a politician crow about 
how vigorously California is re-
covering from recession.

Dan Walters’ commentary 
is distributed by CalMatters, a 
public interest journalism ven-
ture committed to explaining 
how California’s state Capitol 
works and why it matters.

The past two months have been among the most per-
plexing of my 47-year career as a CPA. Congress 
is battling with itself while trying to pass the Build 

Back Better legislation. It seems as though every time 
you exhale, the legislative provisions change.  

The legislation is the centerpiece of President Joe 
Biden’s agenda. Plans calling for government spending 
of $3.5 trillion, largely offset by tax increases, suddenly 
seem to be a sequel to “Honey, I Shrunk the Kids” as the 
amounts diminish. 

Some wonder wheth-
er the BBB will even 
pass. The bill is being 
advanced through the 
reconciliation process, 
which requires only a 
simple majority in the 
Senate. Achieving a ma-
jority in either House is 
a challenge. 

After the House Ways and Means Committee released 
its first proposal in September, I spoke with several col-
leagues who are legislative analysts. 

At that time, the consensus was an 80% chance of pas-
sage, with one advising that he thought you could flip a 
coin to determine whether the legislation would become 
reality. 

After almost six weeks of daily discussions with profes-
sional colleagues about the bill, clearly there are situa-
tions where the bill may fail and where it may pass. A 
recent webcast by tax professionals at accounting giant 
Deloitte summarized the situation most coherently. 

There are several scenarios under which BBB might 
fail. It is hard to tell if any will ultimately play out, but 
there are plausible possibilities. 

The first is that, during negotiations, the BBB’s size 
continues to get smaller until the point where progres-
sives will have had enough and will oppose the legislation 
as meaningless to their constituencies. 

On the other hand, future negotiations favoring the pro-
gressives may restore some deleted provisions, causing 
moderates to oppose the bill because it is too expensive. 
The House and Senate have institutional rivalries and 
differing procedures that may make it difficult for both 
houses of Congress to agree. 

The legislation may coincide with the need for Con-
gress to raise the debt limit, which could result in the debt 
limit taking precedence. 

The margins in both houses are so thin that other mem-
bers of Congress could assume roles similar to those of 
Sens. Joe Manchin and Kyrsten Sinema.  

But there also are equally credible scenarios where 
BBB could pass. 

For example, moderate Democrats might not want to be 
blamed for defeating a bill that is considered crucial for 
the Biden presidency. 

In a similar vein, progressives might be willing to ac-
cept incremental progress rather than try to resurrect the 
bill in the next session of Congress when the Republicans 
are likely to have control.  

If raising the debt ceiling cannot be achieved because 
doing so cannot get 60 votes in the Senate, then it is like-
ly that raising the debt ceiling would have to be accom-
plished using the reconciliation process, which requires 
only a simple majority. 

Since the reconciliation process can only be used once 
per year, then raising the debt ceiling would have to be 
added to the BBB. If the debt ceiling is not raised, the 
financial repercussions would be severe and expanding 
the scope of BBB would be the best way to avert those 
consequences. 

That opens a pathway for the BBB to pass. 
I cannot remember when such consequential reform 

legislation has been considered by a Congress with such 
thin majorities in both houses. Whether you like her poli-
tics or not, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi has proven to be 
a master at getting legislation through Congress, as we 
have seen with Obamacare. 

But she has never had to deal with razor-thin margins 
like this before.  

The other question is, when will the bill be voted on? 
Unlike the House, the Senate cannot vote on a bill in the 
reconciliation process until the Congressional Budget 
Office has scored the bill. Scoring is a process whereby 
the CBO forecasts the both cost of expenditures and the 
amount of revenue raised. That process will probably take 
at least two weeks. 

Once the provisions are scored, Sens. Manchin and 
Sinema (and perhaps others) are likely to weigh in, caus-
ing further delays and changes. 

Once the bill has passed both houses of Congress, there 
undoubtedly will be differences between the House and 
Senate versions of the bill. That means the appointment 
of a conference committee consisting of members of both 
houses who will have to iron out the differences before 
both houses vote to pass the conference committee’s final 
version of the bill. 

Meanwhile, taxpayers wait on the sidelines trying 
to discern how the tax changes will affect them. Some 
changes will likely be retroactive, while others will be 
effective upon the president signing the bill. This is an in-
credibly difficult year to engage in year-end tax planning.  

Expect to be surprised as the BBB evolves though the 
houses of Congress.  

Jim de Bree is a Valencia resident.
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Herd Immunity Isn’t Happening 
It is looking less and less probable that herd im-

munity will ever be achieved in the COVID-19 
pandemic. Some say that the best we can achieve is 
an endemic, where the virus is around in perpetuity, 
and our only protection is a yearly booster shot. Per-
sonally, I can live with that. But will it be a drain on 
the economy, hospitals, schools, the workplace and 
society in general? In a week that we celebrated our 
veterans, whatever happened to the patriotism of the 
World War II generation? We could use a measure 
of the heroism, dedication and selflessness that has 
somehow disappeared from American society.

Only 58% of Americans are fully vaccinated, The 
original projection for herd immunity was 70-85%. 
Until virtually everyone is infected or vaccinated, 
this virus will stay around and kill or (harm) Ameri-
cans. The variants will make the shots less and less 
effective. So hang on, it will be a long, hard ride.

The children who were recently made eligible 
to get vaccinated (12-17 years old), have done so 
at low rates. The same is likely to be true of 5- to 
11-year-olds, as parents continue to roll the dice on 
the health of their children. Of course, conservative 
media outlets will continue to encourage resistance 
to vaccination, masks and social distancing until 
virtually all of their viewers get sick or die. Right 
now their business model is to resist vaccination be-
cause there are ample numbers of dedicated viewers 
who insist that vaccination is a personal choice as 
opposed to a societal problem. This does not seem 
to be a good business plan for the long term, but is 
consistent with the mentality of corporate leaders to 
focus on short-term profits.

I will continue to protect myself with boosters 
as needed. Some ill-informed others will keep this 

virus alive and well. They are going to fill our hos-
pitals, funeral homes and cemeteries. This is going 
to be a good investment opportunity for the future. 
When Fox News starts to invest in hospitals, we 
will know that we have been had. 

Thomas Oatway
Valencia 

The Debt of Gratitude We Owe 
The recent front-page article concerning a report 

on a deadly shooting in Gorman reminds me of the 
first Newhall sheriff’s station officer killed in the 
line of duty, Deputy Arthur Pelino, in 1978. This 
was also in Gorman.

Left behind was his wife, Patricia, and six chil-
dren. Over the years, sheriff’s deputies from this 
station cared for her and her children. One vivid 
memory was when she was ill and hospitalized, four 
deputies marched into the hospital in cadence, and 
presented her a bouquet of calla lilies, her favorite 
flower.

Law enforcement officers face particular dan-
gers with the prevalence of guns and drugs in every 
community. Officers have a duty to serve, but also 
have families at home.

Please be prepared to support their efforts in this 
difficult task. Calla lilies are only a small part of 
gratitude we owe these brave individuals.

Dr. Gene Dorio
Santa Clarita
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Dear Doctors: Is there 
some reason I crave junk 
food when I’m really 
tired? I’m working dou-
ble shifts, and if I don’t 
sleep enough, all I want 
is doughnuts and pizza. 
My husband says it’s 
because they’re my fa-
vorite foods and they’re 
easy, but it feels differ-
ent than just that. What 
can I do?

Dear Reader: You’re 
not imagining things 
when it seems that the 
allure of sweet and fatty 
foods gets stronger when 
you’re tired or run down. 
Research has found a 
link between sleep and 
our endocrine system, 
and the connection plays 
out with two hormones 
in particular: ghrelin 
and leptin. Each has an 

important role in the reg-
ulation of hunger.

Ghrelin, which stim-
ulates appetite, is pro-
duced and released 
mainly from the tissues 
of an empty stomach. It 
has many roles, includ-
ing facilitating fat stor-
age, regulating blood 
sugar and helping with 
memory retention. Most 
important in this context, 
though, is that it makes 
you feel hungry. In fact, 
despite ghrelin’s many 
other duties in the hu-
man body, it has come to 

be known as the “hunger 
hormone.”  

Leptin, by contrast, 
suppresses appetite. It 
is stored in adipose tis-
sue, which is commonly 
known as body fat. Once 
released, it circulates in 
the blood and reaches 
the brain. One of leptin’s 
jobs is to signal the brain 
to create the feeling of 
being full after eating.  

In addition to certain 
triggers that are associ-
ated with food intake, 
the daily ebb and flow 
of these two hunger hor-
mones is tied to the dai-
ly cycle of daylight and 
darkness. That’s the 24-
hour period we know 
as the circadian cycle, 
which cues so many 
of the body’s essential 
functions. When you’re 
sleep-deprived, you’ve 

fallen out of sync with 
your circadian rhythms. 
This has the effect of 
suppressing the leptin 
levels that let you know 
you’re full and increas-
ing the secretion of ghre-
lin, which amps up appe-
tite. The result can be the 
spike in hunger you’re 
feeling that’s making 
sweet and fatty foods so 
tempting.  

Past research has 
found a link between 
sleep deprivation and an 
increase in the produc-
tion of neurotransmitters 
known as endocannabi-
noids. These particular 
neurotransmitters also 
play a role in scent and 
feeding behavior, and 
can lead to an increased 
feeling of hunger.  

Another answer aris-
es from an intriguing 

study from Northwestern 
University. Researchers 
found that the olfactory 
system — the sense of 
smell — goes a bit hay-
wire in people not getting 
adequate sleep. A sharp 
increase in sensitivity 
to scents was followed 
by muddled brain mes-
saging related to energy 
needs. The researchers 
suspect this could lead 
to a craving for energy-
dense foods. With that 
kind of internal signal-
ing, doughnuts and pizza 
would easily win when 
competing with salads 
and fresh fruit. No won-
der we reach for the take-
out menu and the snack 
drawer when we’ve 
missed out on sleep!  

While the occasional 
comfort food “cheat” is 
fine, we think you’ll feel 

a lot better with healthi-
er fare. Plan ahead with 
meals that include high-
quality protein and com-
plex carbs, which will 
help you feel full and 
satisfied.

Eve Glazier, M.D., 
MBA, is an internist 
and associate profes-
sor of medicine at UCLA 
Health. Elizabeth Ko, 
M.D., is an internist 
and assistant professor 
of medicine at UCLA 
Health. Send your ques-
tions to askthedoctors@
mednet.ucla.edu, or 
write: Ask the Doctors, 
c/o UCLA Health Sci-
ences Media Relations, 
10880 Wilshire Blvd., 
Suite 1450, Los Ange-
les, CA, 90024. Owing to 
the volume of mail, per-
sonal replies cannot be 
provided. 

Drs.
KO AND GLAZIERKO AND GLAZIER

ASK THE DOCTORS

Junk food cravings tied to hormones, circadian cycle

News release

Henry Mayo Newhall Hos-
pital invites the public to a free 
screening of “Blood Sugar Ris-
ing,” an eye-opening look at the 
growing epidemic of diabetes in 
the United States of America, on 
Thursday at 5 p.m. 

“Blood Sugar Rising” is a 

documentary that explores the 
growing epidemic of diabetes in 
the nation and how it is affecting 
people of all ages.  

According to the Public Broad-
casting Service (PBS), “Diabetes 
and pre-diabetes affect over 100 
million people in the U.S., cost-
ing more than $325 billion each 
year. It’s now predicted that 

one in three children born since 
2000 will develop the disease. 
‘Blood Sugar Rising’ puts hu-
man faces to these statistics, ex-
ploring the history and science of 
the illness through portraits and 
voices of Americans whose sto-
ries shape the documentary. To-
gether, they present a dramatic 
depiction of this hidden national 

crisis. The two-hour special also 
reveals new hopes: from the rise 
of safer and easier medical treat-
ments to new discoveries about 
lifestyle and environmental fac-
tors, ‘Blood Sugar Rising’ re-
ports on those taking action to 
improve diabetes management 
and prevention.” 

The film will be played on 

campus at the Henry Mayo Cen-
ter, 23803 McBean Parkway, 
Valencia. Light refreshments 
will be made available. 

For more information, vis-
it Henry Mayo’s Classes and 
Events webpage at henrymayo.
com, or contact Henry Mayo’s 
Community Education office at 
661-200-2300. 

Hospital invites public to film screening
‘Blood Sugar: Rising’ looks at the growing epidemic of diabetes in America, how it affects all ages

Ghrelin, leptin are two key hormones when it comes to a link between sleeping and the endocrine system

By Victor Corral Martinez 
Signal Staff Writer

Henry Mayo Newhall Hospital earned 
its ninth consecutive award for stroke 
quality achievement from the American 
Heart Association for its commitment to 
ensuring stroke patients receive appropri-
ate treatment.

According to a news release, Henry 
Mayo received the “Get with the Guide-
lines-Stroke GoldPlus” award for its 
commitment to prioritizing quality care 
for stroke patients.

“Henry Mayo is honored to be recog-
nized by the American Heart Association 
for our dedication to helping our patients 
have the best possible chance of survival 
and after a stroke,” said Larry Kidd, Hen-
ry Mayo senior vice president and chief 
clinical officer.

Stroke is the fifth leading cause of 
death and a leading cause of adult disabil-
ity in the U.S. On average, a person in the 
U.S. suffers a stroke every 40 seconds, 
with about 795,000 people suffering from 
a new or reoccurring stroke each year.

Research-based guidelines were de-
veloped to assist health care profes-
sionals in treating stroke patients, 
focusing on early stroke detection 
and treatment to improve survival, 

minimize disability, and speed recov-
ery times. 

“Get with the Guidelines-Stroke makes 
it easier for our teams to put proven 
knowledge and guidelines to work on 

a daily basis to improve outcomes for 
stroke patients,” Kidd said. 

The award process includes applicants 
demonstrating how their organization has 
committed to providing quality care for 
stroke patients and providing treatment 
guidelines and information on how pa-
tients can manage their health and reha-
bilitation once at home. 

In addition, Henry Mayo received the 
Heart Association’s “Target Stroke Hon-
or Roll” award. Hospitals must meet qual-
ity measures developed to reduce the time 
between the patient’s arrival at the hos-
pital, treatment with the clot-buster tissue 
plasminogen activator, the only drug ap-
proved by the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration to treat ischemic stroke. 

“We are pleased to recognize Hen-
ry Mayo for their commitment to stroke 
care,” Lee H. Schwamm, national chair-
person of the quality oversight com-
mittee, said in a prepared statement. 
Schwamm added that the “Get with the 
Guidelines” quality improvement initia-
tive can often see fewer readmissions and 
lower mortality rates.

Henry Mayo earns award for level of care
American Heart Association gives Newhall hospital ninth consecutive award for stroke quality achievement

Courtesy photo 

Henry Mayo Newhall Hospital recently earned its ninth consecutive award from the 
American Heart Association for stroke quality achievement.
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Vikings were still No. 1 in 2021
By Ryan Menzie
Signal Sports Writer  

In the blink of an eye, 
the girls’ tennis season was 
taken away from the teams 
of the Foothill League. The 
2021 season marked the 
first time in over a year that 
the girls were able to go out 
and play, despite the so-
cial distancing required in 
tennis.  

Valencia looked to re-
claim the league title, and 
that’s exactly what they 
did.

Here is a look back at 
the girls’ tennis Foothill 
League season:  

All records are accord-
ing to the CIF Southern 
Section.  

Valencia High 
School   

The Valencia Vikings 
finished on top of the Foot-
hill League with a perfect 
10-0 league record (19-5 
overall) and reclaimed the 
league title. The Vikings 
were also the only team 
to compete in the second 
round of the CIF playoffs, 
before losing to Claremont.

“The season went pretty 
good,” said Vikings head 
coach Darrell Peries. “The 
goal of the season was to 
compete at every single 
match no matter who it 
was. We didn’t end where 
we wanted to but it was 
still a successful run. I’ll 
definitely miss the seniors. 
I wish I had more time 
with them since this was 
my first year as the varsity 
head coach. Having them 
one more year would’ve 
been nice but we’ll contin-
ue to work with the players 
we have next year.” 

The Vikings will bring 
back their star singles play-
er Sydney Thay as well as 
singles and doubles player 
Skylar Braithwaite. Dou-
bles player Sydney Ta-
mondong will be one of 
the seniors the Vikings will 
look to replace next season.  

“I promise they have a 
bright future with tennis,” 
said Tamondong after her 
final match. “I’m so happy 
they accepted me to be on 
this team and gave me the 
best memories I’ve ever 
had in high school.”

West Ranch High 
School  

The West Ranch Wild-
cats finished tied for sec-
ond place with the Hart 
Indians, ending with a 7-3 

league record (9-7-1 over-
all). The Wildcats made 
the playoffs but had their 
season cut short going up 
against a talented San Ma-
rino team, losing 18-0.  

Despite the season being 
cut short with the bitter-
sweet ending for the Wild-
cats, according to head 
coach Jackie Ressler, there 
is still much to be happy 

about from the season. 
“I’m pretty happy about 

how our season went,” said 
Ressler. “The girls know 
that I care about improving 
the mentality and I always 
tell them there is a reason 
they are on this team right 
now. I hope I taught them 

good traits to carry them 
over into everyday life. 
I’m sad and I will miss our 
graduating seniors, but I 
will also be having most of 
my players back. The new 
players know my expecta-
tions heading into next sea-
son. If they want to be with 
me, we’ll have fun.” 

A key returner for the 
Wildcats next season will 

be singles player Mary 
Carmen Martinez-Kladt-
Benavides, who was the 
runner-up in the individual 
championships. 

Hart High School  
The Hart Indians tied 

with the Wildcats for 

second place with a league 
record of 9-3 (15-7 overall) 
and competed in the wild-
card round of the CIF play-
offs. Unfortunately for the 
Indians, their playoffs also 
ended early in a 16-2 loss 
to Windward.  

Head coach Alan Hard-
barger still feels the sea-
son was a huge success 
despite not ending the sea-

son where they would have 
liked, and looks to next 
season to continue their 
momentum.  

“We had so many girls 
that were inspired to play,” 
said Hardbarger. “They re-
ally improved and they just 
really get along with each 

other. From a coaching 
standpoint this has been an 
amazing year. The goal is 
to always go out there and 
compete and have fun. I’m 
really lucky to have got-
ten to share this time with 
them.” 

Of the graduating se-
niors for the Indians, Madi-
son Woo will be leaving af-
ter finishing in third place 

in the individual playoffs 
with her doubles partner 
Allison Howell.  

“I will definitely miss 
the people the most,” said 
Woo after her final match. 
“The team is just amazing. 
Everyone is so encourag-
ing. Our coach is the best. 

He makes me smile and 
makes all of us laugh and 
we always know he’s there 
to cheer us on and give us 
advice.”  

Saugus High School  
The Saugus Centurions 

finished fourth place in 
the Foothill League with a 
league record of 6-6 (10-7) 
overall and were the fourth 
and final team to play in 
the playoffs. Their playoff 
ended in the first round af-
ter a 14-4 loss to Woodrow 
Wilson  

“I feel this season went 
well for us. We had a stel-
lar preseason,” said head 
coach Bailey Sindle. “We 
went toe-to-toe with West 
Ranch and almost beat 
them, twice. I don’t remem-
ber the last time Saugus 
came close to that magni-
tude of a win. This season, 
even more so than last year, 
showed me that the league 
is changing. I am losing 
eight seniors this year, so 
next year my team will al-
most be completely brand 
new. I think we will have 
the same fun, competitive 
dynamic, but represented 
through new playing styles 
and personalities.” 

The Centurions will be 
without their senior duo 
Brianna Cervantes and 
Chloe Hong next season, 
who led the way for them 
in the playoffs, winning 
against the No. 2 and No. 3 
doubles 6-3 and 6-4.  

“Chloe and Bri have 
been a reliable No. 1 team 
all season,” said Sindle. 
“They have helped push 
doubles and just work so 
well together. They know 
where they hit the ball, 
what shots work when, 
and just have fun each time 
they walk on court. They 
should be proud of the sea-
son they’ve had.”

Canyon, Golden 
Valley and Castaic 
High School  

The Golden Valley 
Grizzlies finished fifth in 
the league with 4-8 league 
record (8-9 overall), the 
Canyon Cowboys fin-
ished sixth with a league 
record of 2-10 (4-11-1 
overall) and the Castaic 
Coyotes remained win-
less on the season, finish-
ing seventh in the Foothill 
League. Coaches of those 
teams were unable to be 
reached for comments as 
of the publication of this 
story.

Season wrap-up: Valencia won back-to-back league titles; West Ranch, Hart, Saugus all made the playoffs

Dan Watson/The Signal 

Valencia’s Sydney Thay competes against Claremont at Valencia High on Nov. 5. Thay helped the Vikings repeat 
as Foothill League champions.

Dan Watson/The Signal 

Mary Carmen of West Ranch competes at The Paseo Club on Oct. 28. Isabella Baloostian of Hart competes on 
Oct. 27. The Wildcats and Indians finished tied for second place in league.
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Today’s Weather

SCV air quality

Local 5-Day Forecast

Lancaster
75/40

Santa Clarita
78/51

Ventura
64/53 Chatsworth

74/50

Los Angeles
71/53

TEMPERATURE  Tuesday low  Tuesday high
OBSERVATIONS  58° at 2:57 a.m.  87° at 1:57 p.m.

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE

Annual precipitation (From Oct. 1 through Sept. 30)

Newhall Pass station:  0.36”
Reading taken 3:56 p.m. Tuesday.

TEMPERATURE HISTORY November 16
 Today Normal Record  11/16/20
High 91° 60° N/A  81°
Low 59° 44° N/A  55°

Sunrise: 6:26 a.m.
Sunset: 4:48 p.m.
Duration: 10:22 hr

Moonrise: 3:36 p.m.
Moonset: 4:50 a.m.
Duration: 13:14 hr

Thu
11/18

Fri
11/19

Sat
11/20

Tue
11/16

Wed
11/17

74/5278/51 76/5680/52 74/52

Moderate
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CITY OF SANTA CLARITA
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

DEPARTMENT
23920 Valencia Boulevard, Suite 
302
Santa Clarita, CA  91355
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
DATE: November 16, 2021
APPLICATION: Master Case 21-
149; Minor Use Permit 21-019
PROJECT APPLICANT: 
TexGreen, Inc. 
PROJECT LOCATION: 19037 
Golden Valley Road, Assessor’s 
Parcel Number 2841-064-002
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The 
applicant, TexGreen Inc. (Veselin 
Dimitrov), is requesting a Minor 
Use Permit to install three cloth-
ing donation bins in the parking 
lot of the Plaza at Golden Valley 
shopping center. The installation 
of the bins would occupy ap-
proximately two parking spaces 
within the existing parking lot. 
The purpose of the bins is to 
collect unwanted clothing and 
shoes to be reused and resold. 
The donations are then collect-
ed by TexGreen, Inc. and moved 
to an off-site warehouse to be 
sorted. The subject property is 
located in the Regional Com-
mercial (CR) zone. The project 
was approved by the Director 
of Community Development on 
September 14, 2021. Subse-
quent to that approval, Planning 
Commissioner Eichman called 
the item for a certification of 
review. 

The City of Santa Clarita Plan-
ning Commission will conduct a 
public hearing on this matter on 
the following date:
DATE: Tuesday, December 7, 
2021
TIME: At or after 6:00 p.m.
LOCATION: City Hall, Coun-
cil Chambers, 23920 Valencia 
Blvd., First Floor, Santa Clarita, 
CA 91355 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW: 
 The proposed project is exempt 
from the California Environmen-
tal Quality Act as a Class 11 
exemption of Section 15311, for 
Accessory Structures.

If you wish to challenge the 
action taken on this matter in 
court, you may be limited to 
raising only those issues you or 
someone else raised at the pub-
lic hearings described in this 
notice, or written correspon-
dence delivered to the City of 
Santa Clarita at, or prior to, the 
public hearings.  If you wish to 
have written comments includ-
ed in the materials the Planning 
Commission receives prior to 
the public hearing, it must be 
submitted to the Community 
Development Department by 
Monday, November 29, 2021.

For further information regard-
ing this proposal, you may 
contact the project planner at 
the City of Santa Clarita, Permit 
Center, 23920 Valencia Blvd., 
Suite 140, Santa Clarita, CA 
91355. Telephone: (661) 255-
4330. Website: www.santa-
clarita.com/planning. Send writ-
ten correspondence to: 23920 
Valencia Blvd., Suite 302, Santa 
Clarita, CA 91355. Project Plan-
ner: Shannon Edwin, Assistant 
Planner I, sedwin@santa-clari-
ta.com.
Jason Crawford, AICP
Planning, Marketing & Economic 
Development Manager
Published: The Signal, No-
vember 16, 2021

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that pur-
suant to Government Code sec-
tion 4217.12, the Board of Trust-
ees of the Sulphur Springs Union 
School District will hold a public 
hearing to receive and consider 
comments from the public on 
the proposed adoption of a 
resolution to authorize entering 
into an energy services con-
tract for the District’s proposed 
CalSHAPE ventilation program.  
The Board of Trustees intends 
to adopt findings that provide 
that the cost to the District to 
implement the energy related 
improvements per the energy 
services agreement will be less 
than the anticipated marginal 
cost to the District of thermal, 
electrical, or other energy that 
would have been consumed by 
the District in the absence of 
purchasing the energy improve-
ments through CalSHAPE.
The public hearing will take 
place at the Board of Trust-
ees’ regularly scheduled public 
meeting on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 8, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
District Board Room located at 
27000 Weyerhaeuser Way, Can-
yon Country, California 91351.  
Persons seeking information 
concerning the energy services 
contract should contact:
Assistant Superintendent, Busi-
ness Services - Sulphur Springs 
Union School District 27000 
Weyerhaeuser Way, Canyon 
Country, California 91351

Prior to the December 8, 2021 
meeting of the Board of Trustees 
of the Sulphur Springs Union 
School District.
Published November 16, 2021

NOTICE OF PETITION TO 
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF PA-
TRICIA ELIZABETH FULTON

Case No. 21STPB09006
 To all heirs, ben-
eficiaries, creditors, contingent 
creditors, and persons who may 
otherwise be interested in the 

will or estate, or both, of PATRI-
CIA ELIZABETH FULTON
 A PETITION FOR 
PROBATE has been filed by An-
gela Dell’Orfano in the Superior 
Court of California, County of 
LOS ANGELES.
 THE PETITION FOR 
PROBATE requests that Angela 
Dell’Orfano be appointed as 
personal representative to ad-
minister the estate of the dece-
dent.
 THE PETITION re-
quests authority to administer 
the estate under the Indepen-
dent Administration of Estates 
Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to 
take many actions without ob-
taining court approval. Before 
taking certain very important 
actions, however, the personal 
representative will be required 
to give notice to interested per-
sons unless they have waived 
notice or consented to the pro-
posed action.) The independent 
administration authority will be 
granted unless an interested 
person files an objection to the 
petition and shows good cause 
why the court should not grant 
the authority.
 A HEARING on the 
petition will be held on Dec. 29, 
2021 at 8:30 AM in Dept. No. 29 
located at 111 N. Hill St., Los 
Angeles, CA 90012.
 IF YOU OBJECT to 
the granting of the petition, you 
should appear at the hearing 
and state your objections or file 
written objections with the court 
before the hearing. Your appear-
ance may be in person or by 
your attorney.
 IF YOU ARE A CREDI-
TOR or a contingent creditor of 
the decedent, you must file your 
claim with the court and mail a 
copy to the personal represen-
tative appointed by the court 
within the later of either (1) four 
months from the date of first 
issuance of letters to a general 
personal representative, as de-
fined in section 58(b) of the 
California Probate Code, or (2) 
60 days from the date of mail-
ing or personal delivery to you 
of a notice under section 9052 
of the California Probate Code.
 Other California stat-
utes and legal authority may 
affect your rights as a creditor. 
You may want to consult with an 
attorney knowledgeable in Cali-
fornia law.
 YOU MAY EXAMINE 
the file kept by the court. If you 
are a person interested in the 
estate, you may file with the 
court a Request for Special No-
tice (form DE-154) of the filing 
of an inventory and appraisal of 
estate assets or of any petition 
or account as provided in Pro-
bate Code section 1250. A Re-
quest for Special Notice form is 
available from the court clerk.
Attorney for petitioner:
ALAN L ROSEN ESQ
SBN 67328
ROSEN & LOEB
5743 CORSA AVE
STE 110
WESTLAKE VILLAGE CA 91362
CN982235 FULTON Nov 
16,17,23, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF 
BULK SALE AND OF INTEN-
TION TO TRANSFER ALCO-
HOLIC BEVERAGE LICENSE(S)
(UCC Sec. 6101 et seq. and B & 
P Sec. 24074 et seq.)
Escrow No. 120-29319-CM
Notice is hereby given that 
a bulk sale of assets and a 
transfer of alcoholic beverage 
license is about to be made. The 
names, and address of the Sell-
er/Licensee are: YAMA HASH-
EMI, 18520 SOLEDAD CANYON 
ROAD, UNIT M-N, SANTA CLARI-
TA, CA 91351
The business is known as: 
RICKYS LIQUOR
The names, and addresses of 
the Buyer/Transferee are: CHA-
HAL WORLDWIDE INC, 27709 
IRIS COURT, SANTA CLARITA, CA 
91351
As listed by the Seller/Licensee, 
all other business names and 
addresses used by the Seller/
Licensee within three years be-
fore the date such list was sent 
or delivered to Buyer/Transferee 
are:      
The assets to be sold are de-
scribed in general as: CERTAIN 
FURNITURE, FIXTURES, EQUIP-
MENT, GOODWILL, INVENTORY 
AND OTHER ASSETS OF A CER-
TAIN BUSINESS KNOWN AS 
RICKYS LIQUOR and are located 
at: 18520 SOLEDAD CANYON 
ROAD, UNIT M-N, SANTA CLARI-
TA, CA 91351
The kind of license to be trans-
ferred is: 387328-21 OFF-SALE 
GENERAL now issued for the 
premises located at: 18520 
SOLEDAD CANYON ROAD, 
UNIT M-N, SANTA CLARITA, CA 
91351
The anticipated date of the sale/
transfer is DECEMBER 13, 2021 
at the office of: GLEN OAKS 
ESCROW, 24018 LYONS AVE. 
SANTA CLARITA, CA 91321.
The amount of the purchase 
price or consideration in con-
nection with the transfer of the 
license and business, includ-
ing the estimated inventory, is 
the sum of $305,000.00 which 
consists of the following:
CASH $305,000.00; TOTAL 
AMOUNT $305,000.00
It has been agreed between 
the Seller/Licensee and the 
intended Buyer/Transferee, as 
required by Sec. 24073 of the 
Business and Professions code, 

that the consideration for trans-
fer of the business and license is 
to be paid only after the transfer 
has been approved by the De-
partment of Alcoholic Beverage 
Control.
Dated: NOVEMBER 1, 2021
CHAHAL WORLDWIDE INC, A 
CALIFORNIA CORPORATION, 
Buyer/Transferee
YAMA HASHEMI, Seller/Licens-
ee
674547 NEWHALL SIGNAL 
11/16/21

RESOLUTION NO. 2021/22-15
RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD 

OF TRUSTEES OF
SANTA CLARITA COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE DISTRICT
AUTHORIZING THE TEMPO-
RARY LEASE OF PROPERTY 
FOR STUDENT INSTRUCTION

WHEREAS, Santa Clarita Com-
munity College District (“Dis-
trict”) is in need of additional 
buildings to house and conduct 
certain student related activities 
and instruction;
WHEREAS, California Education 
Code section 81523 authorizes 
community college districts to 
lease temporary-use buildings 
in which students are expected 
to enter for a period of three (3) 
years or less upon adoption of a 
resolution authorizing such ac-
tion and prescribing the terms 
thereof by a vote of a majority 
of the members of the govern-
ing board;
WHEREAS, pursuant to California 
Education Code section 81524, 
any building leased pursuant to 
Section 81523 is subject to the 
conditions that the building shall 
be under the control of the com-
munity college district pursuant 
to a lease for a term at least as 
long as the intended use of the 
building, and under conditions 
that are compatible with the in-
tended use of the building;
WHEREAS, California Education 
Code section 81529 authorizes 
community college districts 
to designate off-site locations 
for the purpose of conduct-
ing instruction in educational 
programs, provided that such 
off-site locations are required to 
adequately fulfill the objective of 
the educational program;
WHEREAS, California Education 
Code sections 81523, 81524, 
and 81529 authorize communi-
ty college districts to lease and 
use such “off-site building loca-
tions” without compliance with 
Education Code sections 81130 
et seq. and 81160 et seq. also 
known as the Field Act;
WHEREAS, District staff has 
identified certain buildings (the 
“Buildings”) available for lease 
located within the District’s ju-
risdiction at 25356 Rye Canyon 
Rd., Santa Clarita, CA 91355 
Revised Location and identi-
fied in the attached Exhibit “A” 
(“Property”);
WHEREAS, District staff as de-
termined that use of the Build-
ings is necessary and required 
to adequately meet and fulfill 
the objectives of the District’s 
educational programs and meet 
the needs of its students;
WHEREAS, District staff has 
determined that the owner of 
the Buildings (the “Owner”) are 
willing to lease the Buildings to 
the District through a short term 
three (3) year lease consistent 
with the terms and conditions 
set forth herein (the “Proposed 
Lease”); and
WHEREAS, the Proposed Lease 
will prescribe the terms and 
conditions of the District’s use 
of the Buildings which, in sum-
mary, will include a three (3) 
year term and allow the District 
to conduct student instruction 
in the Buildings in order to ad-
equately fulfill the objectives of 
the District’s educational pro-
grams as a temporary offsite 
location for student instruction.
NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES OF SANTA CLAR-
ITA COMMUNITY COLLEGE DIS-
TRICT DOES HEREBY RESOLVE, 

DETERMINE AND ORDER AS 
FOLLOWS:
Section 1. That the above recit-
als are all true and correct.
Section 2. That the terms and 
condition of the Proposed 
Lease, as described herein, are 
compatible with the District’s in-
tended use of the Buildings.
Section 3. That the three (3) year 
term of the Proposed Lease is at 
least as long as the District’s in-
tended use of the Buildings.
Section 4. That the Buildings are 
required to adequately fulfill the 
objectives of the District’s edu-
cational programs.
Section 5. That the District 
Governing Board, pursuant to 
Education Code section 81523, 
hereby initiates the lease of the 
Buildings, pursuant to the terms 
set forth herein.
Section 6. That the District 
Governing Board hereby au-
thorizes District staff to publish 
this Resolution in a newspaper 
published and circulated in the 
District once a week for three 
weeks prior to execution of the 
lease by the Board, in accor-
dance with, and required by, Ed-
ucation Code section 81523(c).
Section 7. That the District 
hereby authorizes the Chancel-
lor, or a designee, to negotiate 
the terms of the lease of the 
Buildings through negotiations 
with the Owner based on the 
terms and conditions set forth 
and established herein.
Section 8. That the negotiated 
final lease between the District 
and the Owner shall be brought 
to the Board for approval and 
execution after the newspaper 
publication as required by Edu-
cation Code section 81523(c) 
and after the terms of the Lease 
are finalized through negotia-
tions with the Owner.
Section 9. That the District here-
by authorizes the Chancellor, or 
a designee, to take all further 
actions as necessary to effectu-
ate and meet the requirements 
of this Resolution including es-
tablishing the terms and condi-
tions of the District’s lease of 
the Buildings through negotia-
tions with the Owner consistent 
with the requirements set forth 
herein to be brought back to the 
Board for final approval and ex-
ecution.
The Exhibits are available for 
review upon request. Please 
contact Contracts, Procurement 
and Risk Management Depart-
ment at (661) 362-3406.
The Signal 11/16, 11/23 & 
11/30 2021

NOTICE OF CONTINUED PUB-
LIC HEARING 

APPLICATIONS: Master Case 
21-027: Conditional Use Permit 
21-001, Architectural Design 
Review 21-004, Development 
Review 21-003
APPLICANT: Placerita 
ESS, LLC
PROJECT LOCATION: 18358 
Soledad Canyon Road Asses-
sor’s Parcel Number (APN): 
2844-001-058, portion of 2844-
001-059
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The 
applicant is requesting the ap-
proval of a Conditional Use 
Permit, Architectural Design 
Review and Development Re-
view for the construction of the 
Canyon Country Energy Storage 
Project (Project), a lithium-ion 
battery energy storage facility. 
The Project’s batteries would be 
enclosed in containers/cabinets 
that would be surrounded by 
an eight-foot tall masonry wall 
with attached vines to serve as 
enhanced landscaping and vi-
sual screening. The purpose of 
the Project is to improve local 
energy reliability by providing 
access to sustainable energy. 
The subject property is located 
on a 3.5-acre site in the Sole-
dad Canyon-Urban Center zone 
within the Soledad Canyon Road 
Corridor Plan area at 18358 
Soledad Canyon Road in the 

community of Canyon Country.

Public hearings on this item 
were previously conducted on 
August 17, 2021 where the Plan-
ning Commission continued the 
item to the regularly scheduled 
public hearing of September 21, 
2021 to allow the applicant time 
to address outstanding items 
requested by the Planning Com-
mission. At the meeting of Sep-
tember 21, 2021, the item was 
again continued to October 19, 
2021 and then again to a date 
uncertain.
 
The City of Santa Clarita Plan-
ning Commission will conduct a 
continued public hearing on this 
matter on the following date:
DATE: Tuesday, December 7, 
2021
TIME: At or after 6:00 p.m.
LOCATION: City Hall, Coun-
cil Chambers, 23920 Valencia 
Blvd., First Floor, Santa Clarita, 
CA 91355

The Planning Commission 
agenda can be found at www.
santa-clarita.com/agendas by 
December 3, 2021.
A NOTICE OF EXEMPTION was 
prepared for the proposed proj-
ect. The project is exempt from 
the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) under Ar-
ticle 19 Categorical Exemp-
tions, Section 15332, Class 32. 
A Class 32 exemption consists 
of infill developments on sites of 
less than 5 acres substantially 
surrounded by urban uses that 
has no value for wildlife habitat, 
would not result any significant 
impacts relating to traffic, noise, 
air quality, or water quality; 
would be served by all required 
utilities; and would be consis-
tent with the underlying general 
plan land use and zoning des-
ignations.

If you wish to challenge the 
action taken on this matter in 
court, you may be limited to 
raising only those issues you 
or someone else raised at 
the public hearings described 
in this notice, or written cor-
respondence delivered to the 
City of Santa Clarita at, or prior 
to, the public hearings.  If you 
wish to have written comments 
included in the materials the 
Planning Commission receives 
prior to the public hearing, it 
must be submitted to the Com-
munity Development Depart-
ment by Wednesday, November 
24, 2021.

For further information regard-
ing this proposal, you may 
contact the project planner at 
the City of Santa Clarita, Permit 
Center, 23920 Valencia Blvd., 
Suite 140, Santa Clarita, CA 
91355. Telephone: (661) 255-
4330. Website: www.santa-
clarita.com/planning. Send writ-
ten correspondence to: 23920 
Valencia Blvd., Suite 302, Santa 
Clarita, CA 91355. Project Plan-
ner: Mike Marshall, Associate 
Planner, mmarshall@santa-
clarita.com.
Jason Crawford, AICP
Planning, Marketing & Economic 
Development Manager 
The Signal November 16, 
2021

JOBS PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES

HELP WANTED

EXCITING TIME TO JOIN a great 
team with great benefits. Come 
apply daily 8-5 at Atria Santa 
Clarita, 24431 Lyons Ave, or 
atriacareers.com. Competitive 
Wages

JOURNALISTS
NEEDED

The Santa Clarita Valley Signal 
seeks journalists who are pas-
sionate about community jour-
nalism. We are looking for enthu-
siastic, creative and hardworking 
individuals who are comfortable 
collaborating in a multimedia 
newsroom. Positions include 
news/general assignment, sports 
and features. Experienced and 
entry-level candidates welcome. 
We are a growing company that 
has several media products in-
cluding The Signal daily news-
paper and a vibrant and con-
tinuously updated website. Send 
resume and cover letter to Editor 
Tim Whyte at jobs@signalscv.
com

LOOKING FOR MULTIMEIDA 
ACCOUNT MANAGERS

The Santa Clarita Valley Signal is 
expanding its multimedia sales 
team! We are looking for ener-
getic, personable, driven team 
players to provide unique adver-
tising solutions to businesses in 
the SCV and beyond! The suc-
cessful candidate will be able 
to assess advertisers specific 
needs and build lasting relation-
ships with targeted advertising 
campaigns. Other requirements 
include excellent verbal com-
munication, computer, and or-
ganizational skills, as well as the 
ability to meet tight deadlines 
and sales goals. Compensation 
package includes base + com-
missions; medical, dental, vision 
and life insurance. If interested, 
please email your cover letter 
and resume to jobs@signalscv.
com

SUBSTANCE ABUSE
COUNSELOR WANTED

Part-time Certified/ Registered 
Counselor.  Newhall. $20/hour. 
email: jyoung@safetyconsul-
tantservicesinc.com or call 
(661)255-7720 

REAL ESTATE
FOR RENT

GUEST HOUSE 
FOR RENT

Agua Dulce, near Davenport/
Sierra Hwy. Single person only 
w/a quiet lifestyle. Female pref. 
Must have good credit report 
& references. Elec/Water/Trash 
incl. Propane not incl. $1475/mo.   
661-714-4877.  

PUBLIC NOTICES
LEGAL NOTICES

CITATION REGARDING PETITION 
TO DECLARE CHILD FREE FROM 
PARENTAL CUSTODY AND CON-
TROL. (Fam. Code, 7880, 7881)

CASE NUMBER 21FL01810
Matter of Maria Ceballos on behalf 
of Julian Alexander Ceballos a minor, 
vs. Ricardo Guadalupe Santillan.
TO RICARDO GUADALUPE SANTIL-
LAN (parent of minor child) and to 
all persons claiming to be the parent 
of the minor child whose name is 
JULIAN ALEXANDER CEBALLOS. 
You are hereby cited and required to 
appear at a hearing in this court on: 
DATE: Dec. 13, 2021
TIME:  1:30 p.m.
DEPT: 5
Address of court: SUPERIOR COURT 
OF CALIFORNIA COUNTY OF SANTA 
BARBARA-ANACAPA, 1100 Anacapa 
Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93101
And to give any legal reason why, 
according to the verified petition 
filed with this court, the court should 
not free the child from you parental 
custody and control.
You have the right to appear at the 
hearing and oppose the petition. You 
have the right to be represented by 
counsel. If you appear without coun-
sel, and are unable to afford coun-
sel, upon your request, the court 
shall appoint counsel to represent 
you unless you knowingly and intel-
ligently waive that representation. 
The court may appoint counsel to 
represent the minor, whether or not 
the minor can afford counsel.
Private counsel appointed by the 
court shall be paid a reasonable 
sum for compensation and expens-
es, in an amount to be determined 
by the court and which amount shall 
be paid by the parties, other than the 
child, in proportions the court deems 
just. However, if a party is unable to 
afford counsel, the amount shall 
be paid out of the county’s general 
fund.
ATTORNEY for Maria Ceballos on 
behalf of Julian A. Ceballos, a Minor 
LAW OFFICE OF J’AIMEE L. OXTON, 
ESQ. 1220 1/2 STATE STREET, 2ND 
Floor, Santa Barbara, CA 93101
The Signal 11/9, 11/16, 11/23, 
11/30, & 12/7 2021

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

APPLICATION: Master Case 21-224; Unified Development Code Amendment 21-003

PROJECT APPLICANT: City of Santa Clarita

PROJECT LOCATION: Citywide

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The City of Santa Clarita (City) is updating the Unified Development Code to adopt the Two-
Unit Residential Development and Urban Lot Split Ordinance, and associated objective design standards, in accordance 
with state law. California Government Code Section 65852.21(j) permits a local agency to, by ordinance, provide for 
regulating the creation of a two-unit residential developments on a parcel zoned to allow a single-family dwelling unit. 
California Government Code Section 66411.7(n) permits a local agency to, by ordinance, provide for regulating a parcel 
map for an urban lot split of a single-family zoned parcel. The proposed code amendments would not change the City’s 
General Plan Land Use Map or Zoning Map. 

The City of Santa Clarita Planning Commission will conduct a public hearing on this matter on the following date:

DATE: Tuesday, December 7, 2021
TIME: At or after 6:00 p.m.
LOCATION: City Hall, Council Chambers
 23920 Valencia Blvd., First Floor
 Santa Clarita, CA 91355

The Planning Commission agenda can be found at www.santa-clarita.com/city-hall/commission-information/plan-
ning-commission by December 3, 2021.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW: A Notice of Exemption was prepared for the proposed project. Pursuant to California Govern-
ment Code Sections 65852.21(j) and 66411.7(n), the project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) under Division 13 of the Public Resources Code (commencing with Section 21000).  

If you wish to challenge the action taken on this matter in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or 
someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or written correspondence delivered to the City of Santa 
Clarita at, or prior to, the public hearings. If you wish to have written comments included in the materials the Planning 
Commission receives prior to the public hearing, those comments must be submitted to the Community Development 
Department by Monday, November 29, 2021.

For further information regarding this proposal, you may contact the Project Planner, by appointment, at the City of Santa 
Clarita Permit Center: 23920 Valencia Blvd., Suite 140, Santa Clarita, CA 91355. Telephone: (661) 255-4330. Website: 
www.santa-clarita.com/planning. Send written correspondence via e-mail to eiverson@santa-clarita.com, or by US mail 
to: City of Santa Clarita Planning Division, 23920 Valencia Blvd., Suite 302, Santa Clarita, CA 91355. Project Planner: Erika 
Iverson, Associate Planner.

Jason Crawford, AICP
Planning, Marketing & Economic Development Manager
Published: The Signal, November 16, 2021
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Morning Break

Marmaduke                      Brad Anderson Herman                      Jim Unger

WuMo                                         Wulff & Morgenthaler

Pearls Before Swine                                               Stephan Pastis

Arlo & Janis                                               Jimmy Johnson

Big Nate                                               Lincoln Peirce

Monty                                               Jim Meddick 

Frank & Ernest                                               Thaves

Moderately       Confused            Jeff   Stahler 

Crossword Puzzle

HOW TO PLAY:
Each row, col-
umn and set 
of 3-by-3 box-
es must contain 
the numbers 1 
through 9 with-
out repetition.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2021

Surround yourself with 
positive thoughts. Make changes 
to your space that encourage 
creativity, spirituality and personal 
growth. Broaden your outlook, but 
don’t take on impossible tasks. 
Balance is the key to getting things 
done. Be passionate about life, 
love and work, and good things 
will unfold. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) – 
Step out of your comfort zone if 
that’s what it takes to help make 
positive changes. Don’t live a lie or 
be a martyr. You owe it to yourself 
to do what’s best for you. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 
– Get your facts straight before 
you decide to start a debate. An 
emotional incident will bring you 
closer to someone you think is 
special. Honesty will help you keep 
the peace. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
– Give credit where credit is due. 
Take the high road when faced 
with an ethical choice. Don’t 
be afraid to use your skills and 
experience to bring about positive 
change. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) – 
Think things through before you 
make a decision that can influence 
what you do next. Get the proper 
documentation or qualifications in 
order before starting something 
new. Listen to others.
PISCES (Feb. 20-March 20) – 
When in doubt, ask questions. A 
new look or image will lift your 
spirits. A professional change 
will allow you to use your skills 
more efficiently. Romance is 
encouraged.
ARIES (March 21-April 19) – Go 
over the pros and cons of difficult 
situations and relationships. 
Knowing what you are up against 

will help decide what and who are 
worth your time and effort. Keep 
an open mind. 
TAURUS (April 20-May 20) – You 
may know how a game is played, 
but don’t expect everyone to play 
fair. Keep your eyes open, don’t 
hesitate to ask questions, and be 
sure to cover your tracks or get 
everything in writing. 
GEMINI (May 21-June 20) – Big 
ideas followed by sound judgment 
and hard work will pay off. Don’t 
let anyone discourage you or 
meddle in your affairs. Work at 
your own pace, and don’t share 
what you are doing until it’s ready.
CANCER (June 21-July 22) – Put 
restrictions on entertainment, 
spending and over-the-top 
behavior. You can have fun 
without going into debt. Do 
something that appeals to your 
creative side. A unique path will 
lead to enlightenment. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) – Avoid 
costly ventures or donations you 
cannot afford. Doing something 
spontaneous will lead to setbacks. 
Stay focused on what’s attainable 
and put your heart and soul into 
everything you do. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) – 
Information you gather will lead 
to a change of mind and direction. 
Don’t let the unknown frighten 
you. It’s time to branch out, try 
something new and explore what 
the world has to offer. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) – Back 
up and let things unfold before you 
take sides or let your thoughts be 
known. Get out and do something 
that will broaden your outlook, 
and you’ll discover you have more 
options than you realize. 

COPYRIGHT 2020 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.
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